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insurance. We’ll give farmers a one-time pre-
mium discount of up to 35 percent when they
expand their crop insurance, and that will
give our farming families greater security and
more peace of mind.

Together, these steps will help thousands
of farmers around our country to recover
from this difficult time and plant a seed of
hope for the future, not only for stronger
farms but for a stronger America in the 21st
century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:30 p.m. on
December 11 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
12. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 11 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast.

Statement on the Death of Lawton
Chiles

December 12, 1998

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to
learn of the death of Governor Lawton
Chiles. Lawton Chiles was a close friend of
mine for many years. He served the people
of Florida as an elected official for over 40
years, always putting the interests of ordinary
people first with his unique political style.
As a leader, he has been an indefatigable
champion of Florida’s children and families
and a steadfast protector of the environment.
He displayed courage time and time again,
most recently challenging the Nation’s top
cigarette makers and emerging victorious.

Lawton was a statesman, a role model, and
one of the most successful and respected
public officials in the later half of the 20th
century. He set a benchmark for how public
servants will be judged and, I believe, cre-
ated a legacy that will endure for generations.

Lawton never forgot the thousands of ordi-
nary citizens he met, as he walked the high-
ways and backroads of his State, whom he
served so well. And they will never forget
him.

Remarks at the Arrival Ceremony in
Tel Aviv, Israel

December 13, 1998

President and Mrs. Weizman, Prime Min-
ister and Mrs. Netanyahu, first of all, on be-
half of my family and our entire delegation,
I would like to thank you for coming out here
at this very late hour to welcome us. Hillary
and Chelsea and I and all the Americans have
been looking forward to this trip. I am de-
lighted to be back in Israel.

As President Weizman said, this is the
fourth time I have come here as President
to reaffirm America’s unbreakable ties to
Israel, to reaffirm our unshakable commit-
ment to Israel’s security, and this time to ful-
fill the pledge I made at the Wye talks to
speak with the people of Israel and the Pal-
estinians about the benefits of peace and to
stand by you as you take risks for a just, last-
ing, and secure peace. The United States will
walk this road with Israel every step of the
way.

Peacemaking has opened historic opportu-
nities to Israel, but each step forward has
been tempered with pain and understand-
able feelings of ambivalence when questions
arise as to whether agreements are being im-
plemented fully.

We share the conviction that without secu-
rity, the peace process always will be clouded
for the vast majority of Israelis who seek only
to live normal lives as a free people in their
own country, and we are determined that
Israel’s just requirements for security be met.
At the same time, we believe that, for two
peoples who are fated to share this land,
peace is not simply an option among many
but the only choice that can avert still more
years of bloodshed, apprehension, and sor-
row.

That is why I am here. In the past few
weeks, the people of Israel, through their
Government and Knesset, have endorsed the
Wye River agreement, recognizing the prom-
ise it holds for putting the peace process on
track and creating a positive environment for
dealing with the complex and difficult final
status talks.
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